Warren County Early Childhood Committee
Minutes

10-5-11
10:00
515 North Jefferson Way
Wells Fargo Building
Indianola, Iowa 50125
Attendance

Kim Kirkpatrick, Kim Post, Morgan Paget, Bradly Marteniz, Brian Felt-Jones, Nanette Schroeder, Jovanka Westbrook,  Leslie Stonehauker, Colleen Reisener, Shelly Jensen, Val Cameron, Myra Wilms, Connie Jackson, and Debra Schrader. 
Announcements and Information

LIHEAP – Applications are now being accepted for LIHEAP for seniors or disabled households, after November 1 applications will be accepted for everyone. Assistance guidelines are 150% of the federal poverty level.  Example a family of 4 can make up to $33,525 and can be eligible. 
Free clothing – Free winter clothing is available at the Lighthouse Community Church – south of Southridge Mall.  The event will be October 7th from 9-4.

Indianola Schools – Kim updated the group that the Indianola Community School currently has a waiting list for statewide voluntary preschool.

Head Start – Nanette updated the group that Head Start has afternoon openings in Norwalk and Indianola.

Happy Trails Child Care– Happy Trails Child Care offers daycare services and transportation services in Indianola for $1.50 one way, call 515-962-7511.  They also offer meal service for families and daycare providers, called the Fairy Food Lady.  It was also noted that Shelly may be able to offer car seat checks for the transportation van. It was discussed to have them attend an early childhood meeting and provide an overview of the services they offer.  
Toddlerfest – It was noted that it is Norwalk’s Library turn to have the Toddlerfest/literacy event.  The 4 R Kids Board will assist with purchasing books.  Deb will follow-up with the Library.
Preschool needs – The Early Childhood committee was asked as to what are the current needs in preschools.  Quality improvement, professional development opportunities, and dental and lead screenings were discussed.  The 4 R Kids Program and Service Committee will be meeting to discuss the possibility of additional preschool services.
Preschool Experience rate – Deb updated the committee regarding collecting the preschool experience data for the four counties.  The group hypothesized that the overall rate will be 85%.  Deb will hopefully have the data to present at the next EC meeting. 
Support Groups – The committee reviewed the Warren County Support group resources.  Deb will make changes then send it out via email.  
T.E.A.C.H. – Brian Felt-Jones provided the group with an overview of the TEACH program.  TEACH scholarships are available by contacting the Iowa Association for the Education of Young Children, 8001-469-2392.  The retail value of the scholarship is up to $4,000 a year for two years.

FASDS – Jovanka Westbrook provided the group with a crash course on Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorder Syndrome. It was noted that FASDS is 100% preventable and that Iowa has 392 children a year affected by FASDS. 
Next meeting – November 2, 2011 at 10:00. Hope Ministries will present on shelter bed services.
If you would like to be on the distribution list of community partners who receive regular updates regarding early childhood happenings, contact Debra Schrader at debschrader@mddc.com.


