Warren County Early Childhood Committee
Minutes

11-2-11
10:00
515 North Jefferson Way
Wells Fargo Building
Indianola, Iowa 50125
Attendance

Kim Kirkpatrick, Kim Post, Nanette Schroeder, Leslie Stonehauker, Colleen Reisener, Val Cameron, Myra Wilms, John Jakes, Karen Nelson, Bonnie Forsythe, Dawn Holt, Joanna Russell, Stephanie Chickering, and Debra Schrader. 
The following resources were identified during the meeting to assist families during the holiday season

· Embrace Operation Christmas – Sandi provided information on Embrace Operation Christmas. She also provided applications to the group. The deadline is Monday November 28th, 2011. DHS families are the target population; forms can be picked up at the Warren County DHS office.  Families may be illegible for gifts for children and food items.
· Jesus’ Right Hand – Karen Linhart, 413 West Street in New Virginia 641-449-3377  is the contact person for Jesus’ Right Hand; this service offers free food the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of each month.  They also have an apartment available if families are in need.  Kim will invite Karen to attend the next Early Childhood meeting to have her present.
· 1st Assembly of God – Every Thursday at 9:30 AM the 1st Assembly of God provides free main course foods, but in limited quantities.  People start arriving as early at 7:30 for the 9:30 disbursement of food.  Everyone will get something; there is limited paperwork and no income restrictions.
· Hope Ministries – Hope ministries provide meals and you can take food to go.  They will have a Thanksgiving and Christmas dinner.  Hope ministries is open to anyone and is located on the south side of Des Moines
· Catholic Workers – Catholic Workers are located in Des Moines behind 6th Street, and offer free food, free haircuts, free attorney service, free clothing, and several other items.  There are no county boundaries and there is little paperwork.
· Community meal – John Jakes shared that there will be a free community meal offered to anyone December 3 from 12-2 at the Warren County Administration building.  They will also be giving prizes away of $25-$50 gift cards.  Anyone can give a families name to enter the drawing. Contact John Jakes, Calvary Baptist Church for more information.
· AEA – There is an adopt a family program for the Christmas season but is limited to those on their AEA caseloads.
· Primary Health Care – it was noted that Primary Health Care may have some special program during the holiday season to help families in need. 
Other Announcements and Information

Preschool Experience Rate - Deb provided the group with the FY2011 preschool experience rate for Warren County Children.  The data was gathered from Norwalk, Indianola, Carlisle, Southeast Warren, and Martensdale school districts.  As of October 1, there were a total of 625 kindergartners and 569 had a preschool experience, which is 91.0% this is an increase from 87.8% from the previous year.  This is an indicator of the 4 R Kids Board and is data the board uses to drive decision making.
4 R Kids ECI Board – John and Deb provided an update.  The board approved additional dental and lead screenings for 4 year old preschoolers, pending capacity and costs. 

Appreciated Reception – The 4 R Kids ECI Board will collaborate with the Polk County ECI board to provide an appreciation reception on December 1 from 5:00-7:00 to held at a location in Waukee – location to be determined.  This is a great opportunity to work with another ECI area.

Free Clinic – There will be a free clinic at the Crossroads Church, 2601 Boarder Street in Norwalk every Thursday from 6:00-8:00.  Services available are: illness/minor injury care, well child exams (no vaccines), school/sport physicals, lead testing, adult tetanus shots, Patient Assistance Program enrollment, chronic disease management, diabetes – blood glucose testing, and high blood pressure testing.  For more information call 515-287-8580.
Hope Family Ministries – Joanna Russell from Hope Family Ministries provided a presentation as to what services are offered to families. Shelter care is the newest service as of October 3.  The following services are offered in Des Moines, and are open to Warren County families, long term recovery and aftercare, community outreach and homelessness prevention, rescue and emergency services. Families can stay in emergency shelter for 30 days; it is required for families to drop UA’s.

Next meeting – December 7, 2011 at 10:00. Kim Kirkpatrick will as Karen Linhart with Jesus’ Right Hand to present.
If you would like to be on the distribution list of community partners who receive regular updates regarding early childhood happenings, contact Debra Schrader at debschrader@mddc.com.


