Warren County Early Childhood Committee
Minutes

2-1-12
10:00
515 North Jefferson Way
Wells Fargo Building
Indianola, Iowa 50125
Attendance

Kim Post, Nanette Schroeder, Leslie Stonehocker, Val Cameron, Bonnie Forsythe, Craig Kempcke, Nanette Schroder, Lisa Proctor, Brian Walker, Angie Reed, Joy Rouse and Debra Schrader. 
Announcements and Information

Federal Poverty – the guidelines have been released and can be accessed by going to http://aspe.hhs.gov/poverty/12poverty.shtml. 
Prevent Child Abuse RFP – The RFP has been released for PCI councils to apply.  Information is on the PCI website.
Legislative Update – HF2131 has been assigned to a subcommittee in which Representative Garrett is a part of.  The bill relates to child sexual abuse prevention task force recommendations.  The LSA has an analyses of the education appropriations and ECI statewide recommendation is status quo, additionally the latest figures indicate an increase in the 4 R Kids ECI area board school ready funding primarily due to the formula as the population has increased for the service area. 
Diaper Drive – Warren County Health Services has conducted a diaper drive. If you would like to donate diapers contact Jodene at 515-961-1074.

Toddlerfest – Norwalk Library in collaboration with 4 R Kids a Toddlerfest will sponsor a Toddlerfest March 24 from 9-11. For more information contact Annette Clark at the Norwalk Library.

Early Childhood Iowa Parent Summit – A summit will be held Saturday march 10 from 10:00-2:00 at the Holiday Inn at Merle Hay. This is for parents with children birth to five and to find out what is needed to improve services for this population. A stipend up to $60 is available to assist with travel. Contact Jodi Bruce at 515-281-3021.

United Health Care – United Health Care has marketing materials available, contact Craig Kempcke at 515-727-2008. The Dr. Health Hound is available for the community as well.

Head Start – Lisa Proctor from Drake University Head Start provided an overview of Head Start as well as commonly known myths.  It is also noted there are openings in Norwalk and Indianola. 

TEACH – Data regarding the number of TEACH recipients was disseminated. 

Volunteer hourly rate – Information was shared regarding the value of volunteer time, it is estimated that the volunteer hourly rate is equivalent to $16.77 per hour.

Board Evaluation – The 4 R Kids ECI area board has conducted the board evaluation and will share the results at the board meeting February 16.  It was noted that the community and the board scored the fiscal accountability at 4.9 and 4.8 on a 5.0 scale. 

No Child Left Behind – Leslie shared that Iowa has submitted a waiver regarding the No Child Left Behind Act.

Health Screenings – 4 R Kids, Preschool Enhancement, Warren County Public Health, Wee Care, Firs United Methodist Church, University of Iowa Hospital, and the Indianola Lions Club will sponsor health screenings (Lead, Dental, Developmental) for children 2 months to 5 years, Tuesday April 3 from 8:30-3:00 at the First United Methodist Church.

Next meeting – December 7, 2011 at 10:00. Val Cameron and Connie Jackson will contact the Fairy Food Lady to present at the next meeting.
If you would like to be on the distribution list of community partners who receive regular updates regarding early childhood happenings, contact Debra Schrader at debschrader@mddc.com.


