Warren County Early Childhood Committee
Minutes/Notes
3-7-12
10:00
515 North Jefferson Way
Wells Fargo Building
Indianola, Iowa 50125
Attendance

Kim Post, Val Cameron, Bonnie Forsythe, Connie Jackson, Myra Wilms, Shelly Jensen, Jodene DeVault, Emily Bowlin, Jeremy Johnson-Miller, Karen Ligas, Angie Duncan, Linda Nelson, Angie Reed, Jovanka Westbrook, Karen Doughan, and Debra Schrader. 
Announcements and Information

Data and quiz – the group was provided with an Early Childhood Warren County quiz.  This same quiz was utilized at the Indianola Rotary Club.
Screenings – Free eye, lead, dental and developmental screenings will be provided Tuesday April 3 from 8:30-3:00 at the Indianola First United Methodist Church.  This is a collaborative efforts between 4 R Kids, Wee Care, Indianola Lions Club, Warren County Public Health, University of Iowa Hospital and the First United Methodist Church.  For more information contact Lisa Gray at 515-961-4716.

Toddlerfest – The Warren County Toddlerfest is March 24, from 9:00-11:30 at the Norwalk East view School, 1600 North Ave, Norwalk. All caregivers that attend receive a free book provided by 4 R Kids ECI area board.  For more information contact Annette Clark at 515-981-0217.
4 R Kids Update – The preschool tuition policy has been amended with the major change to use of other government funds.  It will now be encouraged to fill a statewide voluntary slot versus required.  There is also a change in contractors for home visitation in Madison County due Family Directions of Iowa closing; Partners in Family Development will now be providing Parents as Teachers home visitation in Madison County.
Amy Rogalla – Amy Rogalla better know has the fairy food lady provided the group with information regarding her network of child care providers that support one another, transportation she provides for preschool children, and food preparation provided for child care providers and parents.  
Warren County CHNA/HIP – Jodene Devault, Warren County Health Services provided the group with an overview of the Community Health Needs Assessment and Health Improvement Plan.  This is an assessment that is required to be conducted every five years by each County Health Department.  The areas of focus for Warren County will be 
· Reduce the adult obesity rate to 25-30% range from current 31-33% range.

· Increase the amount of physical activity in children in Warren County to have an effect in lowering the overall obesity rate.

· Increase family planning/pregnancy prevention resources in our community to decrease teen pregnancy. 

More information regarding the assessment is located at http://www.co.warren.ia.us/health_services.shtml 

Warren County Social Worker – Jodene introduced Emily Bowlin the new social worker for Warren County Health Services.  She is currently working on the Necessities pantry with a grant from DCAT and matching funds from Warren County Board of Supervisors. The project will be modeled after a Storks Nest.
American Lung Association Grant – Warren County Health Services received a grant to help with identification of asthma triggers in homes/child care homes of those children with uncontrolled Asthma. Remediation services may be available to child care providers once an assessment has been completed. Contact Shelly Jensen for more information 515-961-1074.
Project Connect – Domestic violence education for home visitation professionals will be April 20 from 9-4 at the Adel Public Library and is open to anyone who would like to attend.  This is a collaborative effort between the Dallas County Prevent Child Abuse Council, CPPC, and 4 R Kids.  For more information contact Karen Reway at 515-447-9340. 

Garden Seeds – Red Rock Community Action provides residents with vegetable seeds and plants.  Contact Red Rock at 515-515-961-2543 for more information.
Meeting adjourned at 11:30. The next meeting is April 4th.  Heartland AEA will provide a presentation regarding myths of Early Access and 3-5 services.  Additionally we will review the mental health resource guide.

If you would like to be on the distribution list of community partners who receive regular updates regarding early childhood happenings, contact Debra Schrader at debschrader@mddc.com.


