Warren County Early Childhood Committee
Minutes/Notes
4-4-12
10:00
515 North Jefferson Way
Wells Fargo Building
Indianola, Iowa 50125
Attendance

Myra, Wilms, Bonnie Forsythe, Jeremy Johnson-Miller, Karen Ligas, Nancy Klein-Bour, Kim Kirkpatrick, Angie Reed, Jovanka Westbrook, Colleen Theis, and Debra Schrader. 
Announcements and Information

Child Abuse Prevention – April is Child Abuse Prevention month; A one page handout regarding child abuse was provided; Child abuse prevention is a county wide effort; 1200 paper bags from Hy-Vee have were colored by elementary students and Simpson also assisted with the efforts.
Literacy Kits – Myra Wilms, quality improvement project, updated the group regarding approximately 100 literacy kits (value of $50 each) that have been provided to child care providers that accept state child care assistance that were provided to Warren by United Way Women’s Leadership. In the kits was information and high concentration regarding nutrition. This could fit strategies regarding the CHNA/HIP for obesity. 
CHNA/HIP – Deb provided information regarding the 4 county (Adair, Dallas, Madison, and Warren) community health needs assessment health improvement plan.  It is a one page document with each county’s needs. If you would like a copy contact Deb.
Toddlerfest – Results from the March 24 Toddlerfest were reviewed.  It was discussed about providing transportation from different towns to the location next year. Partners in Family Development noted they received 3 referrals from the event. Nest year the event will be in Indianola, Jane Carlson Indianola Library will be the contact person. 
Carlisle Resource Fair – There will be a resource fair March 19th from 5:00-6:30. Rhonda Ray is the contact person.
HIRTA – Jeremy provided information regarding HIRTA and that a coloring book has been put together regarding bus safety.

Mental Health First Aide – MH First Aide will be offered in May at no cost in Warren County. Information will be provided at a later date. The value is $400; there is a 12 hour commitment consisting of 4 different days.
4 R Kids Update – The FY2013 RFP is available and can be located at www.4rkids.org. An FY2013 meeting schedule was also provided.
Early Intervention/AEA – Nancy Klein-Bour and Kim Kirkpatrick provided a presentation regarding myths of Ealry Access (Part C) and Special Education (Part B).  The DAISY assessment tool is utilized.

Red Rock Community Action– Karen Ligas Warren County Coordinator provided a presentation regarding the services offered by Red Rock.  
Warren County Mental Health – The 2009 one page resource tool was reviewed and some corrections made. The group will review the tool at the next meeting.

Necessity Pantry – Warren County Health Services has a new program called the Necessity Pantry and it is modeled after the Storks Nest.  This will be available to Warren County children ages 0-18. An open house is planned April 17th from 4-6.
Autism – An Autism fact sheet was provided.  Also there will be a webinar April 12 about Autism.
Project Connect – A free training for home visitation professional regarding domestic violence will be offered April 20 from 9-4 at the Adel Library. Dallas County Children’s Advocacy, 4 R Kids ECI, and CPPC will be sponsoring it, lunch is provided.  Currently 65 people have registered, and the limit is 70.

Meeting adjourned at 11:30. The next meeting is May 2.  Tentative agenda items include Life Line brief presentation.  review the mental health resource tool, and child abuse data.

If you would like to be on the distribution list of community partners who receive regular updates regarding early childhood happenings, contact Debra Schrader at debschrader@mddc.com.


