Warren County Early Childhood Committee
Minutes/Notes
5-2-12
10:00
515 North Jefferson Way
Wells Fargo Building
Indianola, Iowa 50125
Attendance

Myra, Wilms, Carolyn Myers, Bonnie Forsythe, Stephanie Chickering, Erin Parker, Kate Backlin, Angie Reed, Colleen Reisener, Leslie Stonehocker, Nanette Schroeder, Colleen Theis, Emmelee Bowlin, and Debra Schrader. 
Announcements and Information

Economic Development – Child Care Resource and Referral and 4 R Kids ECI met with Warren County Economic Development April 30, 201 to provide an overview as to how early childhood aligns with economic development.

ACES – There will be an ACES summit June 11 from 12:30-4:30 at the Sheraton Hotel in West Des Moines. Groundbreaking research will be presented on the impact of toxic stress on the early brain links to poor adult health outcomes..
Kurbside for Kids – Two Moms and an SUV comes to Warren County on the 15th of each month and will pick up times you no longer can use such as outgrown diapers, clothes, other baby items. The contact number is 515-681-0098 or 515-313-7279 to get on the pickup list.  They also have a website www.kurbsideforkids.com 
Community Computer – The Des Moines Area Religious Council has provided funding for a computer that is located at Warren County Health Services for the community to use to apply for food assistance, medical and child care.  Warren County Health Services will also assist those that need help operating the computer and completing the forms.  The computer will not allow for web surfing.
First Aide Mental Health – This will be offered free on May 7, 14th, 21, 29th from 9:00-12:00. Contact Anji Hanson at VNS 515-729-2834 to register. 

Iowa Cares – Information regarding changes to Iowa Cares was provided.  Warren County citizens can access Broadlands at 1801 Hickman in Des Moines instead of going to Iowa City.  This change was effective January 1, 2012.

Necessity Pantry – Emmalee provided information regarding the necessity pantry which will be modeled after the Storks Nest, but will serve any age under 300% of poverty. Items in the pantry include but not limited to diapers, cleaning supplies, personal hygiene, etc.

Child Abuse Rates – Colleen Reisener from the Warren County Child Abuse Prevention Council provided an overview of the child abuse rates for Warren County. It was noted that Warren County ranked 74th in the state.  There was a 7%drop in child abuse in the state of Iowa and that statewide 50.8% of abused children were under the age of 6. There is an abundance of data at www.pcaiowa.org.  The PCA grant awards have been announced and the council received funding for FY2013.  It was noted some long standing councils did not receive funding for FY2013.
Life-Line Resources – Angie Reed provided the group with an overview of the services offered by Life-Line Resources.  Behavioral health intervention (skill development, Individual therapy and counseling, and family counseling are offered by the agency and are statewide, however substance abuse treatment for youth and adults are no longer offered through Life-Line.
News Story – There was a news story regarding Child Care in Iowa on channel 13 and the rebroadcast can be accessed by going to www.whotv.com.  It is to be noted that Iowa ranks 43rd in the nation for inspection of child care homes. It is encouraged for community partners to view the video clip.

Mental Health One Pager – the document was reviewed and update and final copy will be presented at the next meeting.

Meeting adjourned at 11:10. The next meeting is June 6, 2012; there will be no July meeting.  Tentative agenda items include last review of the mental health one pager and update from DCAT/DHS.
If you would like to be on the distribution list of community partners who receive regular updates regarding early childhood happenings, contact Debra Schrader at debschrader@mddc.com.


