Warren County Early Childhood Committee
Minutes/Notes
6-6-12
10:00
515 North Jefferson Way
Wells Fargo Building
Indianola, Iowa 50125
Attendance

Shelly, Jensen, Sara Tessmer, Connie Jackson, Val Cameron, Myra, Wilms, Carolyn Myers, Bonnie Forsythe, Tina Cordenair, Nanette Schroeder, Nichole Smith, Jovanka Westbrook, Colleen Theis, Carrie Graver, Leslie Stonehocker, Colleen Reisener, Debra Schrader.  
Announcements and Information

FADSS – It was announced a new FADSS worker has been hired, Allison Morlan at Allison.Morlan@micaonline.org and has openings for families receiving FIP.  It was noted to have FADSS provide a brief overview of the services offered sometime this fall.

Free meal – Carrie updated the group regarding a free meal sponsored by the Norwalk Methodist Church that is every Friday from 11-2 at Windflower Park all summer.  

Free books – During June – August families meeting 200% of the federal poverty level can receive free books by contact Red Rock Community Action agency that have been supported by United Way of Central Iowa.

Garden Seeds – Red Rock CAP as garden seeds for Warren County families that are at 200% of below the federal poverty level.
Indianola Key Cards – Key cards for families in Warren County who are at 185% of poverty are available.  Activities are mainly for Indianola Parks and Recreation.

Fans – Red Rock has 20 inch box fans available to low income families

Chore – Chore services are available to have functional limitations and unable to perform certain home maintenance activities. 

Population – Deb shared population data from the state Library.  It is estimated that by 2020 the 05 population will be 531 compared to 512 for FY2012.  The 4 R Kids area will be 12,873 compared to 12,508 currently. 

Iowa Policy Project – The Iowa Policy Project www.iowapolicyproject.org, had issued the cost of living in Iowa. It is noted the federal poverty methodology has not been changed since 1960 and was based off of food being the most needed expense, however the most needed expense today is housing and child care.  The basic needs budgeting estimates that a single mother with one child would need to earn a living wage of $18.82 per hour or $37,644 annually gross just to meet the basic needs.  More statistics are available on the website.

Mental Health 1 pager – Additional changes were made to the 1 pager, it noted that adding websites would be beneficial.  
4 R Kids Board Update – There is an opening for a citizen to represent Warren County on the 4 R Kids ECI area board. Funding awards have been announced and the following agencies have been awarded in excess of $1,000,000 for FY2013.
· Lutheran Services in Iowa

Intensive home visitation services (HFA)

· Partners in Family Development 
Home visitation services (PAT)

· Adair County ISU Extension
Home visitation services (PAT)

· Dallas County Public Health
Short term home visitation (MCH)
· Dallas County ISU Extension
Provider training and personalized support

· Orchard Place


CCRR provider training

· New Opportunities

Child care nurse consultant services

· Warren County Health Services
Child care nurse consultant services

· Adair County ISU Extension
Group based parent education 

     *Family Nutrition/Loving Your Family

     *Great Beginnings

· Dallas County ISU Extension
Preschool enrichment services

     *Preschool Coordination and Administration

     *Dental and Lead Screenings

     *Professional Development

     *Quality Improvement

     *Preschool Scholarships

Meeting adjourned at 11:00. The next meeting is August 1, 2012, 2012; there will be no July meeting.  Tentative agenda items include last review of the mental health one pager and update from DCAT/DHS.  Other agenda items for the future include, overview of FADSS and Gold Assessment for school readiness.
If you would like to be on the distribution list of community partners who receive regular updates regarding early childhood happenings, contact Debra Schrader at debschrader@mddc.com.


