Warren County Early Childhood Committee
Minutes

August 3, 2011
10:00
515 North Jefferson Way
Wells Fargo Building
Indianola, Iowa 50125
Attendance

Bonnie Forsythe, Angie Reed, Colleen Theis, Connie Jackson, Jovanka Westbrook, Angie Reed, Terra Cleveland, Lorri Cooper, Sara Tessmer, Cathy Wheatcraft, Leslie Stonehauker, Colleen Reisener, and Debra Schrader. 
Announcements and Information

Legislative Update – The Governor has signed the health and human services bill and did line item veto a few things, although they did not appear to affect early childhood hood.  The Governor still has not signed the education bill and he has 30 days from the day that he received it, which should be sometime the first part of August.  The session ended at 4:00 on June 30th.  Early Childhood Iowa received more preschool funds that expected.
Lifeline Resources – Lifeline will be offering Children in the Middle classes in Indianola starting September 10th.  Classes are 4 hours long and are required of divorced parents.  Lifeline will also offer OWI classes in Warren County.

Head Start – Head Start still has openings for preschool in Norwalk and Indianola.  Contact Drake University Head Start at 515-271-1854 for more information.

Family Nutrition – Sara Tessemer with ISU Extension announced that a family nutrition parent education class will be held starting October 3 at Wee Care from 12:30-2:00 and it will be 8 lessons long.  Free child care will be provided.

Free Training – There will be a free training on fetal alcohol on September 16th in Des Moines at the Airport Holiday Inn from 8:30-4.
Prevent Child Abuse – Prevent Child Abuse funding has been awarded and 3 of the 4 counties in the 4 R Kids are will receive over $100,000.  Warren County Prevent Child Abuse council will receive $46,451 for FY2011. Programming offered will be respite care, parent development, and sexual abuse prevention services.
Warren County Resource Directory – An updated resource directory has been updated by Community Partnerships for Protecting Children. Copies were disseminated at the meeting, additional copies are located at DHS, Wee Care, WELIFT,  and Public Health.
Warren County Early Childhood Resources – An updated one page resource tool was provided to the group and changes were made.  If anyone would like to have the one page, contact Deb at 641-9344-2250 or debschrader@mddc.com. 
4 R Kids Update – A summary of programs that were funded by the board was disseminated. The board has approximately $942,000 for FY2012.  Programs to be provided in Warren County include, Parents as Teachers, New Parent Program, Family Nutrition, Quality Child Care services, and preschool enrichment services.
Preschool Enrichment – Val Cameron is the preschool enrichment coordinator for Dallas, Madison, and Warren County. Preschool scholarships for low income children are available and families may contact Val at ISU Extension, 515-961-6237.  Dental and lead screenings will also be offered during the school year for preschool children.

Child Care Resource and Referral – Cathy Wheatcraft announced that Orchard Place has been awarded the DHS state contract for child care resource and referral services.  Connie Jackson has been hired as a home consultant to serve Adair, Dallas, Madison, and Warren County. There is a centralized number for child care providers and families in need of child care which is 800-722-7619.
Child Care project – Myra Willms and Carolyn Myers have been hired to provide quality enhancement services for child care providers in Adair, Dallas, Madison, and Warren County.  This will be a collaborative effort between CCRR and they will focus on higher level trainings and providers with a 3-5 rating.

Warren County Empowerment FY2011 Results – Deb provided the group with a FY2011 digital dashboard and annual report summary of services funded through the Board.  There was a 3% increase in come visits, 55% increase in group parent education offerings, 6% increase in children receiving preschool scholarships and 20% increase in QRS ratings.  It was noted there was less funding in FY2011 than FY2010.

Adolescent Sexual Health Facts –Eyes Open Iowa data was shared regarding adolescent sexual health.  The website has a data fact sheet on each county and can be found at www.eyesopeniowa.org. 
Next Meeting - The next meeting is September 7, 2011 at 10:00 at the Wells Fargo Building.  There will be no July meeting.
If you would like to be on the distribution list of community partners who receive regular updates regarding early childhood happenings, contact Debra Schrader at debschrader@mddc.com.

Going Green! – The Warren County Empowerment Area is going green effective July 1, 2009.  It is recommended to read and print all materials before attending meetings as there will be a limited number of copies of materials available at meetings.


