
 
 

 

 

                                                                                                                                             

 
Minutes 

Lutheran Church of Hope Waukee 
305 N.E. Dartmoor, Waukee, Iowa 50263 

Wednesday April 24, 2019 – 10:30am -12:00pm 
 
Attendance and Introductions 
Sheriff Chad Leonard (Dallas County Sheriff’s Office), Gary Rasmussen (National Alliance of Mental Illness), Talli Ramey 
(Crisis Invention & Advocacy Center),  Dena Owens (Providence Place), Jovanka Westbrook (Partners in Family Development), 
Samra Hiros (American Lung Association), Myra Willms (Dallas County ISU Extension), Marisue Hartung (Dallas County ISU 
Extension) Jeanette Luthringer (Every Step), Val Cameron (Dallas County ISU Extension), Mary Greving (New Opportunities), 
Amy Karaidos (Every Step), Kristin Millhollin (CIAC), Mindy Alexander (Four Oaks), Kelly Phelps (Child Care Resource & 
Referral) Joy Greer (The Family Connection), Jenny Felt (Boone/Dallas DCAT/CPPC) and Debb Franz (Restorative 
Justice/Juvenile Court Services) 
 
Special Presentation: Dallas County Sherriff  
New/ongoing trends in Dallas County (regarding juveniles/families – substance abuse and mental health) 

Juveniles – 
• Vaping pens are not being used as much for tobacco anymore (as company intended) as it is for ‘dabbing’ and marijuana 
• All eight school districts have contact the Dallas County Sheriff’s Office (DCSO) regarding the high numbers of vaping 
• Social media is still a huge concern regarding cyberbullying in general and cyberbullying resulting in suicides 
• Continue sexting issues and dissemination 
• 21 sexual assaults reported in the last 24 months 
• 10 child abuse cases in the last 12 months 
• Dallas County Communications (Dispatch) received 18,000 calls for service last year (excluded the cities of Perry and 

Waukee) 
• At home is where all is taught and where it starts.  Parents are defending their children’s actions/behaviors  which is a 

huge part of the issue 
 

Adults – 
• Mental health services are still being provided in the jail at the DCSO (Jail Diversion) through Heart of Iowa Region 

Community Services.  Many inmates on prescription medications (at least 60%) 
• More contraband is being smuggled in because of no more strip search law 
• DCSO Patrol: High amounts of marijuana, methamphetamine and heroin (the latter for women) 
• New DCSO jail will be completed by early November 2019 and will hold approximately 160 inmates and will also hold 

inmates for surrounding counties that are over-crowded 
• Would like to get more Dallas County agencies to speak/hold mini-trainings to the inmates for appropriate services 

(housing, veterans, financial literacy, etc) 
 

Agency Sharing 
• Partners in Family Development (PFD): Jovanka advised members that Parents As Teachers has that curriculum in three 

additional languages beyond English for parent/family support 
• PFD: Another Parent Café was just held in Perry. Advisement/reminder that PFD offers Parent Café, Dad’s Café, Vitality 

Café, 24/7 Dads and Inside Out Dad Café 
• PFD: PFD’s Perry Office is relocating from the current location in Perry to the Perry Chamber building, which means 

PFD will be down-sizing and office supplies will be available to other agencies if needed/garage sale 
• Four Oaks: Mindy advised members to register for the Lunch-and-Learn at after next Coalition in May {flyer} 
• American Lung Association{report handout}Samra Hiros with the American Lung Association provided Quarter 4 action 

plan updates. Staff met the worksite policy goal for Dallas county for this fiscal year. Samra dropped off E-cigarette 
resources and posters to all Dallas middle and high schools. Staff has a meeting scheduled at ADM middle school to 
potentially start an ISTEP chapter. Staff updated the coalition on the recent Quitline Facebook ad that ran. Samra also 



 
 

 

 

                                                                                                                                             

notified the coalition that Prior-Authorizations are going to be removed for Nicotine Replacement Therapies for MCO 
and fee-for-service patients. More info to come on this change. Please see attached written report for other notes.  

• ALA: Lung Force Expo on May 10, 2019 from 7:00am-4:00pm at the Hilton Garden Inn, West Des Moines {flyer} 
• Dallas County ISU Extension: Marisue advised of the Iowa 4-H Youth Conference on June 25-27, 2019 {flyer} 

 
Early Childhood Updates/Information  

• ToddlerFest on May 04 from 10:00am-12:00pm at the Dallas County Fairgrounds, Adel {flyer} 
 

Dallas County Children's Advocacy Council Updates/Information 
• Structure/Flow Chart of Child Abuse Prevention Services {handout} 
• Prevent Child Abuse Iowa (PCAIA) Conference is May 6-7, 2019 at the FFA Enrichment Center, Ankeny 
• Crisis Intervention & Advocacy Center (CIAC): Talli advised of Nurturing Healthy Sexual Development training on   

May 6, 2019 from 5:30pm-7:30pm at the Waukee Public Library, Waukee {flyer} 
• CIAC: Annual Garage Sale on June 6-8, 2019 at the Dallas County Fairgrounds, Adel 

o June 06 from 8:00am-7:00pm, June 07 from 8:00am-7:00pm and  June 08 from 8:00am-3:00pm  
 

• April Child Abuse Prevention Month:  
o Val picked up a bundle (300 brown paper bags) from the Waukee HyVee   
o Debb had two male juveniles (reduce community service hours) draw an outline of a pinwheel on each brown 

paper bag and wrote “Pinwheels for Prevention” and Protecting Children is Everyone’s Business” on each bag.   
o Val and Myra had the youth from Waukee YMCA and Little Friends of Living Faith in Clive colored the 

outlined pinwheels. 
o Val and Myra stuffed each bag with the Pizza for Prevention flyer (Papa Murphy’s in Clive) and the “cowboy 

card” that had a listing of child abuse prevention activities in/around Dallas County. 
o Val dropped off the brown paper bags back to Waukee HyVee. 
o Debb advised that a few members (Deb Schrader, Jenny Felt, Nikki Kinkennon-Bettis, Abigail Akers, Val 

Cameron and Debb Franz) spoke to the Dallas County Board of Supervisors in late March to annually declare 
April is Child Abuse Prevention Month in Dallas County.  Along with the annual approval to stake a few 
pinwheels and the child abuse prevention banner on the courthouse lawn. 

o Debb emailed the Iowa Living Magazines, Dallas County News and Perry News to request a Letter to the Editor 
be printed advising of Child Abuse Prevention Month and contact info of each Coalition. 

 
Generation Wellness Update/Information  

• Reminder: Trauma Informed Care conference is June 3-4, 2019 at the Holiday Inn Airport, Des Moines. 
• Generation Wellness Sub-Committee on May 08, 2019 at 9:30am at 3rd Place, Adel 

 
Next meeting: May 22, 2019 at 10:30am  
Lunch-n-Learn to follow (12:00pm-1:00pm’ish)  
 

Dallas County Coalitions led by Jenny Felt and Debb Franz in the absence of Deb Schrader 
Respectfully submitted by Debb Franz 
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