


Minutes

By Zoom

10:30 am -11:45 pm
Wednesday September 21, 2021
Meeting Handouts

A Dallas County Meeting Folder has been implemented for meeting handouts and other agency information.  Go here to access the information and it is open to the public.  Meeting agendas and minutes are located at www.4rkids-eci.org. 

Attendance and Introductions
Kelly Phelps (CCRR), Becky Borgman (Every Step), Deb Seeman (Short Years Partnership), Debb Franz (Juvenile Court), Hannah Vader Kopsa (CIAC), Jeanette Luthringer (Every Step), Carol Bayer (New Opportunities), Alexis Garcia (CIAC), Kirsten Johnson (American Lung), Karen Goff (Broadlawns) Michelle Greenough (CCRR), Kristi Kerner (Mindspring), Christina Schalk (New Opps)and Debra Schrader (4 R Kids ECI).
COVID-19 Information and Resources
· Covid Recovery Iowa provides free counseling and mental health.
· The COVID positivity rate in Dallas County is 9% over the past 7 days.
Agency Updates

· Short Years Partnership – A drive through baby shower will be conducted in West Des Moines, near the new Short Years office across from Culvers on Jordan Creek Parkway.  Agencies are encouraged to provide brochures and other information. Contact Rachel Bardwell for more information.
· New Opportunities – Low income home energy assistance (LIHIP) is available starting October 1, 2021. 
· Every Step – Child care providers are struggling due to no COVID-19 mask mandate. 
· CIAC – October is Domestic Violence Awareness month.
· CCRR – The QRS system will be disposed of and a new system called IQ4K will begin April 2022.
· Head Start – The program is full with 17 students each session and there is a waiting list.
Early Childhood Updates/Information 

· The Board has one open position in Dallas for the board, contact Deb for more information. 
· The Board will release a RFP for a prenatal project on August 30, 2021 with the goal of serving high risk pregnant mothers and referring them to family support programs.
· FY21 Executive Summary was shared with the group.
· Waterford Upstart program is a philanthropically funded, supplemental, home-based PreK program that has prepared tens of thousands of children for their public school experience over the past 12 years in the areas of reading, math and science. Students who use Upstart to fidelity will enter Kindergarten at a Kindergarten Intermediate reading level or higher. Computers and/or wifi will be provided to families who need it, free of charge. 

· Michelle Greenough with CCRR reviewed the Dallas County child care data from the FY22 annual report.

· The Dallas County early childhood services map was reviewed and corrections made where necessary
· The Dallas County family support map was reviewed and corrections made where necessary.
Dallas County Children's Advocacy Council Updates/Information
· The PCA annual regional meetings took place last week and several community partners attended.
· Sexual abuse prevention programming has begun for FY22 and CIAC is collaborating with Four Oaks and the foster care system. Two trainings were provided with 89 in attendance.

The next meeting is 10-27 at 10:30 and will be Zoom. Respectfully submitted by Debra Schrader.
.

